
TA231110 Tamil Marabu 

UNIT-1 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

Language Families in India - Dravidian Languages – Tamil as a Classical 
Language - Classical Literature in Tamil – Secular Nature of Sangam Literature 
– Distributive Justice in Sangam Literature - Management Principles in 
Thirukural - Tamil Epics and Impact of Buddhism & Jainism in Tamil Land - 
Bakthi Literature Azhwars and Nayanmars - Forms of minor Poetry - 
Development of Modern literature in Tamil - Contribution of Bharathiyar and 
Bharathidhasan. 

PART-A QUESTION AND ANSWERS (1 MARK) 

1. What is the Dravidian language family primarily known for? Southern Indian 
languages  

2. Which language within the Dravidian family is considered a classical language? 
Tamil 

3. What are the criteria for classifying a language as "classical"? Ancient 
literature, continuity, and cultural significance  

4. Tamil holds the status of a classical language due to: Ancient literature, 
historical continuity, and cultural contributions  

5. When is the estimated time period of Sangam Literature? 300 BCE to 300 CE  
6. What themes are commonly found in Sangam Literature? Nature, love, war, 

and daily life  
7. Sangam Literature is written in which language? Tamil 
8. What does Sangam Literature provide insights into? Ancient Tamil society and 

culture  
9. What is distributive justice? The idea of equitable distribution of resources and 

opportunities in society  
10. How does Sangam Literature emphasize distributive justice? By highlighting 

communal harmony and sharing  
11. Which of the following is a principle of distributive justice found in Sangam 

Literature? Equitable sharing of resources among all members of society  
12. In Sangam Literature, what role does distributive justice play in shaping 

societal norms? It supports a fair and just social order.  

13. Why is the emphasis on distributive justice significant in Sangam Literature? It 
promotes a balanced and harmonious society.  

14. Thirukural is a classic work that emphasizes principles in various areas, 
including: Ethics and management 

15. What is the central focus of Thirukural's management principles? Ethical 
conduct, leadership, and interpersonal relations  

16. How have Thirukural's management principles been relevant in modern times? 
They continue to guide ethical behavior and effective leadership.  

17. What is the primary characteristic that defines the secular nature of Sangam 
Literature? Coverage of diverse themes beyond religious subjects  

18. Which themes are commonly explored in the secular Sangam Literature?  
Romantic love and relationships  

19. Why is the secular nature of Sangam Literature significant in the context of 
ancient Tamil society? It reflected the diversity and inclusivity of Tamil 
society.  

20. What impact did the secular themes of Sangam Literature have on the 
cultural identity of ancient Tamil society? It fostered a sense of unity and 
shared experiences.  
 
 
PART-B QUESTION AND ANSWERS (2 MARK) 

1. What are the major language families in India, and where do Dravidian 
languages like Tamil belong in this classification?  

The major language families in India include Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, 
Austroasiatic, Sino-Tibetan, and Tibeto-Burman. Dravidian languages, such as 
Tamil, belong to the Dravidian language family. 

2. Explain the criteria that qualify a language as a "Classical Language," and 
discuss why Tamil holds this status. 

A language is designated as a "Classical Language" based on certain criteria, 
including its ancient origins, a rich and extensive body of literature, and its 
contribution to culture and civilization. Tamil meets these criteria and is 
recognized as a Classical Language due to its ancient literary heritage, 
spanning over two thousand years. 

3. How does Sangam Literature reflect the concept of distributive justice in 
society? 

Distributive justice in Sangam Literature refers to the equitable distribution of 
resources, wealth, and opportunities within the society. Poems in Sangam 
Literature emphasize the importance of fair treatment and equal access to 
resources for all members of the community. 

4. Identify and discuss the management principles found in the Thirukural. 

The Thirukural, authored by Thiruvalluvar, is a classic Tamil text that contains 
1,330 couplets addressing various aspects of human life and ethics. It 
emphasizes management principles such as leadership, integrity, discipline, 
and effective communication, which are relevant in both personal and 
organizational contexts. 

5. What are Tamil Epics, and how have they influenced the cultural and literary 
landscape? 

Tamil Epics are narrative poems that depict heroic tales and moral values. Two 
notable Tamil Epics are "Silappathikaram" and "Manimekalai." These epics 
have had a profound impact on Tamil culture, literature, and artistic 
expressions. 

6. Analyze the impact of Buddhism and Jainism on Tamil society and literature. 



The impact of Buddhism and Jainism on Tamil society and literature is evident 
in the incorporation of their ethical and philosophical teachings into Tamil 
literary works. These religions influenced the portrayal of compassion, non-
violence, and spirituality in various literary compositions. 

7. Who are Azhwars and Nayanmars, and what contributions did they make to 
Tamil literature? 

Azhwars and Nayanmars were prominent Tamil poet-saints who composed 
devotional hymns. Azhwars focused on devotion to Lord Vishnu, while 
Nayanmars emphasized devotion to Lord Shiva. Their hymns form an integral 
part of Tamil Bhakti Literature. 

8. Define "Bakthi Literature" and provide examples of its prominent works in 
Tamil. 

Bakthi Literature comprises devotional poetry that expresses the intense love 
and devotion of the poet to a deity. This genre includes hymns, songs, and 
poems that reflect a deep spiritual connection between the individual and the 
divine. 

9. Explain the different forms of minor poetry present in Tamil literature. 

Minor poetry in Tamil literature includes various short poetic forms such as 
Akam (love and nature poems) and Puram (heroic and moral poems). These 
forms contribute to a comprehensive understanding of emotions, relationships, 
and societal values. 

10. Trace the evolution and key developments of modern literature in the Tamil 
language. 

Modern literature in Tamil evolved in response to changing socio-political 
contexts and the influence of Western literary trends. It encompasses various 
genres, including novels, short stories, and plays, reflecting contemporary 
themes and issues. 

11. Assess the significant contributions of Bharathiyar and Bharathidhasan to 
Tamil literature. 

Subramania Bharathi (Bharathiyar) and Bharathidasan were notable 
contributors to modern Tamil literature. Bharathiyar's works encompassed 
patriotism, freedom struggle, and social reform, while Bharathidasan's poetry 
focused on social justice, equality, and self-expression. 

 

PART-C QUESTION AND ANSWERS (6 MARK) 

1. Language Families in India - Dravidian Languages 

Question: Describe the major language families in India and elaborate on the 
characteristics of Dravidian languages. Provide examples of Dravidian 
languages and their distribution. 

Answer: India is home to several language families, including Indo-Aryan, 
Dravidian, Austroasiatic, Sino-Tibetan, and Tibeto-Burman. Dravidian 
languages are primarily spoken in the southern parts of India and Sri Lanka. 
These languages are distinct from Indo-Aryan languages, with unique 
grammar, phonetics, and vocabulary. Examples of Dravidian languages include 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam. Tamil, one of the oldest languages in 
this family, has a rich literary tradition and is often considered a classical 
language due to its ancient history and cultural significance. 

2. Tamil as a Classical Language 

Question: Discuss the criteria that classify a language as a "Classical 
Language." Explain why Tamil holds the status of a Classical Language and its 
significance in literature and culture. 

Answer: A language is designated as a Classical Language based on several 
factors, including its antiquity, a substantial body of ancient literature, its 
contribution to art and culture, and its continuous use over centuries. Tamil 
meets these criteria due to its ancient literary heritage spanning over two 
millennia, with texts like Sangam Literature and Tamil Epics. Tamil's classical 
status acknowledges its role in shaping cultural identity, fostering linguistic 
pride, and preserving historical knowledge. 

3. Sangam Literature and Secular Themes 

Question: Analyze the secular nature of Sangam Literature. Provide examples 
of secular themes explored in Sangam poems and explain how these themes 
provide insights into ancient Tamil society. 

Answer: Sangam Literature consists of poems composed during the Sangam 
period in ancient Tamilakam. While many associate it with love and heroism, 
Sangam Literature also delves into secular themes like trade, agriculture, 
nature, and governance. Poems celebrating trade routes, agrarian activities, 
and descriptions of natural landscapes offer glimpses into the socio-economic 
fabric of that era. These secular themes provide a comprehensive picture of 
daily life, contributing to our understanding of societal structures and cultural 
practices. 

4. Distributive Justice in Sangam Literature 

Question: Define distributive justice and explain its representation in Sangam 
Literature. Provide examples of poems that reflect principles of distributive 
justice and discuss their significance. 

Answer: Distributive justice involves the fair allocation of resources, 
opportunities, and benefits within a society. Sangam Literature showcases 
distributive justice through poems that emphasize equitable sharing, 
irrespective of social status. For instance, poems highlighting the impartial 
distribution of wealth, food, and rewards among individuals showcase a 
commitment to fairness. These examples illustrate an early awareness of 
social equality and an aspiration for just governance in ancient Tamil society. 



5. Management Principles in Thirukural 

Question: Explore the management principles presented in Thirukural. 
Discuss how Thirukural addresses leadership, ethics, discipline, and effective 
communication. 

Answer: Thirukural, authored by Thiruvalluvar, provides insights into 
management principles applicable to both personal and organizational 
contexts. It emphasizes the significance of strong leadership, ethical conduct, 
discipline, and effective communication. For instance, couplets on leadership 
underscore the importance of leading by example and fostering trust among 
followers. Ethical values such as integrity, compassion, and accountability are 
integrated into Thirukural, making it a valuable resource for modern 
management practices. 

6. Tamil Epics and Cultural Impact 

Question: Describe Tamil Epics and their cultural impact. Analyze how Tamil 
Epics have shaped Tamil culture, literature, and artistic expressions. 

Answer: Tamil Epics, such as "Silappathikaram" and "Manimekalai," are 
narrative poems that blend heroic tales with moral values. These epics have 
played a pivotal role in shaping Tamil culture, literature, and artistic 
expressions. They depict societal norms, ethical dilemmas, and human 
experiences, offering a window into historical values. The characters, stories, 
and themes from Tamil Epics continue to inspire various art forms, including 
visual arts, dance, music, and theater, thus preserving and enriching Tamil 
heritage. 

7. Impact of Buddhism & Jainism in Tamil Land 

Question: Examine the influence of Buddhism and Jainism on Tamil society 
and literature. How did these religions impact the philosophical and ethical 
aspects of Tamil cultural expression? 

Answer: Buddhism and Jainism significantly impacted Tamil society and 
literature by introducing philosophical and ethical concepts that resonated with 
local traditions. Ideas of non-violence, compassion, and detachment influenced 
literary themes and characters. The emphasis on self-awareness and the 
pursuit of enlightenment influenced the portrayal of inner struggles and self-
realization in Tamil literary works. These religions contributed to a more 
nuanced understanding of human nature, morality, and spirituality in Tamil 
cultural expressions. 

8. Bakthi Literature: Azhwars and Nayanmars 

Question: Define Bakthi Literature and discuss the contributions of Azhwars 
and Nayanmars to this genre. How did their devotional hymns influence Tamil 
spiritual and literary traditions? 

Answer: Bakthi Literature comprises devotional poetry that expresses deep 
emotional attachment to a deity. Azhwars, devoted to Lord Vishnu, and 
Nayanmars, devoted to Lord Shiva, composed hymns that exemplify intense 

devotion. Their works celebrate divine love, express religious fervor, and 
explore the human-divine relationship. These hymns not only enriched Tamil 
spiritual practices but also paved the way for a new era of devotional 
expression, deeply impacting subsequent Tamil literature and religious thought. 

9. Development of Modern Literature in Tamil 

Question: Trace the development of modern literature in Tamil. How did socio-
political changes and Western influences contribute to the evolution of modern 
Tamil literary genres? 

Answer: Modern Tamil literature evolved against the backdrop of socio-
political changes, including colonialism and cultural exchanges. The encounter 
with Western literary trends introduced new forms and ideas, leading to the 
emergence of modern literary genres such as novels, short stories, and plays. 
These genres addressed contemporary issues, societal reforms, and human 
experiences, reflecting the changing aspirations and challenges of Tamil 
society. 

10. Contribution of Bharathiyar and Bharathidhasan 

Question: Assess the significant contributions of Bharathiyar and 
Bharathidhasan to Tamil literature. How did their works impact Tamil cultural 
and literary landscapes? 

Answer: Bharathiyar and Bharathidhasan were influential figures in modern 
Tamil literature. Bharathiyar's poems infused patriotism, social consciousness, 
and gender equality, galvanizing the freedom movement. Bharathidhasan's 
poetry championed social justice, labor rights, and self-expression. Their 
contributions enriched Tamil literary and cultural landscapes by addressing 
pressing issues, inspiring social change, and elevating Tamil identity through 
powerful verses. 

 

Very long question and Answers PART-C QUESTION AND ANSWERS (14 
MARK) (FOR BOARD EXAM PREPARATION) 

 

1. Explain in detail the language families in India. 

The languages spoken in India belong to several language families, 
each with its own distinct characteristics, origins, and influences. Here is an in-
depth explanation of the major language families in India: 

1. Indo-Aryan Languages: 

The Indo-Aryan language family is the largest and most widely spoken 
language family in India. These languages are descendants of Sanskrit and 
have evolved over time. Indo-Aryan languages are primarily spoken in the 
northern, western, and central regions of India. Some of the notable Indo-Aryan 
languages include Hindi, Bengali, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, and Urdu. 



Origins and Characteristics: 

Indo-Aryan languages share a common ancestry with Sanskrit, the ancient 
classical language of India. Over the centuries, they have developed unique 
grammar, vocabulary, and phonetics. While some languages have a significant 
Sanskrit influence, others have been influenced by local vernaculars and 
neighboring languages. 

2. Dravidian Languages: 

The Dravidian language family is mainly spoken in the southern parts of India 
and Sri Lanka. Dravidian languages are distinct from Indo-Aryan languages 
and have a long history of their own. Some of the prominent Dravidian 
languages are Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam. 

Origins and Characteristics: 

Dravidian languages have a unique linguistic structure and vocabulary. They 
are believed to have originated in the Indian subcontinent and are unrelated to 
the Indo-European language family. Dravidian languages have a rich literary 
tradition, with ancient texts like Sangam Literature in Tamil. 

3. Austroasiatic Languages: 

Austroasiatic languages are primarily spoken by tribal communities in various 
parts of India, including northeastern and central regions. Some of the 
Austroasiatic languages are Santali, Ho, Mundari, and Khasi. 

Origins and Characteristics: 

Austroasiatic languages have a diverse range of linguistic features. They are 
believed to be one of the earliest language families in India, possibly predating 
the arrival of Indo-Aryan languages. These languages often have complex 
tonal systems and unique grammatical structures. 

4. Sino-Tibetan Languages: 

The Sino-Tibetan language family includes languages spoken not only in India 
but also in neighboring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, and China. In India, Sino-
Tibetan languages are mainly found in the northeastern states. Some 
examples are Manipuri, Bodo, and Karbi. 

Origins and Characteristics: 

Sino-Tibetan languages are known for their diversity and complex linguistic 
features. They often have tonal systems, and their grammar and vocabulary 
can vary significantly. The family includes both Tibeto-Burman and other 
subgroups. 

5. Tibeto-Burman Languages: 

Tibeto-Burman languages are a subgroup within the Sino-Tibetan family. They 
are spoken in the northeastern states of India, as well as in neighboring 

countries like Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar. Examples of Tibeto-Burman 
languages in India include Tibetan, Meitei (Manipuri), and Sherpa. 

Origins and Characteristics: 

Tibeto-Burman languages are known for their diversity and distinctiveness. 
They often have complex tonal systems and grammatical structures. These 
languages have been influenced by Tibetan culture and Buddhism. 

These are the major language families in India, each with its own history, 
linguistic features, and cultural significance. The diversity of languages in India 
contributes to the rich tapestry of its cultural heritage and reflects the country's 
complex history of migration, interaction, and development. 

 

2. Elaborately discuss the Dravidian language. 

 Dravidian languages are a diverse language family primarily spoken in the 
southern regions of India and in parts of Sri Lanka. They have a long history 
and a unique linguistic profile that sets them apart from other language 
families. Here's an elaborate overview of Dravidian languages: 

1. Origins and Distribution: 

The Dravidian language family is believed to have originated in the Indian 
subcontinent, making it one of the indigenous language families of the region. 
The majority of Dravidian languages are spoken in southern India, including 
states like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala. Additionally, 
Tamil is also spoken in northern Sri Lanka. 

2. Diversity: 

Dravidian languages exhibit considerable linguistic diversity within the family. 
While they share common features due to their common ancestry, each 
language within the family has its own unique characteristics, vocabulary, 
grammar, and phonetics. Some of the major Dravidian languages include: 

 Tamil 

 Telugu 

 Kannada 

 Malayalam 

 Tulu 

 Toda 

 Kodava 

 Brahui (spoken in parts of Pakistan and Iran) 

3. Linguistic Features: 



Dravidian languages have several linguistic features that set them apart from 
other language families: 

 Agglutinative Nature: Dravidian languages are known for their agglutinative 
nature, where affixes are added to root words to convey different grammatical 
meanings. This leads to complex word structures. 

 Case System: Many Dravidian languages have a rich system of cases, which 
play a crucial role in indicating grammatical relationships and functions within 
sentences. 

 Vowel Harmony: Dravidian languages often exhibit vowel harmony, where 
certain vowels within a word change based on neighboring vowels for phonetic 
and grammatical reasons. 

 Dravidian Scripts: Different Dravidian languages use distinct scripts for 
writing. For example, Tamil uses the Tamil script, while Telugu uses the Telugu 
script, and so on. 

 Sanskrit Influence: While Dravidian languages have retained their unique 
linguistic identity, some languages, particularly those in contact with Indo-Aryan 
languages, have borrowed vocabulary and grammatical features from Sanskrit. 

4. Literary Traditions: 

Dravidian languages have rich literary traditions that date back centuries. 
Tamil, in particular, has an extensive literary history that includes the Sangam 
Literature from the classical period. Sangam Literature consists of poems that 
cover a wide range of topics, providing insights into ancient Tamil society, 
culture, and language. 

5. Influence on Culture: 

Dravidian languages have played a significant role in shaping the culture and 
identity of the southern regions of India. They are integral to religious practices, 
cultural expressions, and daily communication. Festivals, music, dance, and 
theater in these regions are deeply intertwined with Dravidian languages. 

In conclusion, Dravidian languages are a diverse and important linguistic family 
with a rich history, unique linguistic features, and deep cultural significance. 
They continue to be a vital part of the cultural fabric of southern India and Sri 
Lanka. 

 

3. Justify Tamil as classical language 

Tamil is considered a classical language due to its ancient history, rich literary 
tradition, and significant contributions to culture, art, and knowledge. The 
classification of a language as "classical" is based on certain criteria, and Tamil 
meets these criteria admirably. Here are the justifications for Tamil's 
classification as a classical language: 

1. Ancient Literary Heritage: Tamil boasts an extensive and continuous 
literary history that spans over two millennia. Its earliest known works, Sangam 
Literature, date back to the 3rd century BCE to the 3rd century CE. This 
literature encompasses a wide range of themes, including love, war, ethics, 
governance, and more. These ancient texts provide valuable insights into the 
social, cultural, and historical aspects of ancient Tamil society. 

2. Significant Body of Literature: Tamil has produced a vast corpus of 
literary works, including poetry, prose, epics, philosophy, and religious texts. 
This body of work has had a profound impact on various aspects of society, 
from literature and art to philosophy and spirituality. The volume and diversity 
of Tamil literature contribute to its recognition as a classical language. 

3. Influence on Other Languages: Tamil has influenced not only other 
Dravidian languages but also languages outside of the Dravidian language 
family. Its literary works have been translated into numerous languages, 
spreading its cultural and literary influence far beyond its geographic 
boundaries. 

4. Complex Linguistic Structure: Tamil's linguistic structure is characterized 
by its agglutinative nature, intricate grammar, and rich vocabulary. The 
language's complexity has allowed for the expression of nuanced thoughts and 
ideas, contributing to its enduring literary legacy. 

5. Cultural Impact: Tamil has deeply impacted cultural expressions such as 
music, dance, theater, and visual arts. Classical Tamil poetry, especially 
Sangam Literature, has inspired various art forms, serving as a source of 
inspiration for generations of artists. 

6. Contribution to Knowledge: Tamil literature has contributed significantly to 
fields beyond art and culture. It has played a role in disseminating knowledge 
in areas such as medicine, mathematics, astronomy, and philosophy. Ancient 
Tamil texts contain valuable information about scientific principles and 
practices. 

7. Continuous Use and Evolution: Tamil has evolved over time while 
maintaining its core linguistic and literary features. It has adapted to various 
historical, social, and cultural changes, showcasing its resilience and relevance 
through the ages. 

8. Recognition by Scholars and Institutions: Tamil's classical status has 
been recognized by scholars, linguists, and governmental institutions. The 
Government of India officially conferred classical language status on Tamil in 
2004, acknowledging its unique contributions to the world of languages and 
culture. 

In conclusion, Tamil's classification as a classical language is justified by its 
ancient literary heritage, substantial body of literature, influence on culture, 
enduring impact on various fields, and recognition by scholars and institutions. 
Tamil's rich legacy continues to shape the cultural and intellectual landscape of 
not only India but also the world. 



 

4. Discuss Classical Literature in Tamil 

Classical Literature in Tamil refers to a remarkable body of literary works that 
emerged over centuries and laid the foundation for the cultural, social, and 
intellectual identity of Tamil-speaking people. This literature is characterized by 
its depth, diversity, and enduring relevance. It spans various genres, themes, 
and periods, showcasing the evolution of Tamil language, thought, and society. 
Here's an in-depth discussion of classical literature in Tamil: 

1. Sangam Literature: Sangam Literature forms the cornerstone of classical 
Tamil literature and is divided into two categories: Akam (inner or subjective) 
and Puram (outer or objective) poetry. These poems were composed during 
the Sangam period, from the 3rd century BCE to the 3rd century CE, under the 
patronage of ancient Tamil academies known as Sangams. 

 Akam Poetry: Akam poems focus on themes of love, nature, and human 
emotions. They provide vivid descriptions of landscapes, seasons, and 
romantic relationships. These poems offer insights into the daily lives, 
emotions, and experiences of people during that era. 

 Puram Poetry: Puram poems cover a wide range of topics, including valor, 
warfare, ethics, and governance. They celebrate heroism, honor, and the 
virtues of rulers. Puram literature often captures the socio-political dynamics of 
ancient Tamil society. 

2. Tamil Epics: Tamil literature is renowned for its two major epics, 
"Silappathikaram" and "Manimekalai." These narrative poems are integral to 
classical Tamil literature and have left a lasting impact on art, culture, and 
language. 

 Silappathikaram: Authored by Ilango Adigal, "Silappathikaram" (The Epic of 
the Anklet) is a narrative that weaves together themes of love, destiny, and 
justice. It provides insights into urban life, trade, and religious practices of the 
time. 

 Manimekalai: Written by Sattanar, "Manimekalai" is a sequel to 
"Silappathikaram." It is a Buddhist epic that explores the life and adventures of 
the titular character, Manimekalai. The epic delves into moral dilemmas, 
spiritual quests, and the interplay between human desires and religious ideals. 

3. Devotional Poetry: Classical Tamil literature also features a wealth of 
devotional poetry that expresses deep religious fervor and devotion to deities. 
This genre includes the hymns of Azhwars (Vaishnavite poets) and Nayanmars 
(Shaivite poets). 

 Azhwars: The Azhwars composed devotional hymns dedicated to Lord 
Vishnu. Their poems express profound love, devotion, and the longing for 
divine union. Their works are significant in the Bhakti movement and have 
enriched Tamil spiritual practices. 

 Nayanmars: Nayanmars composed hymns venerating Lord Shiva. These 
poems reflect devotion, mysticism, and the exploration of the divine through 
personal experiences. They played a crucial role in shaping Tamil Shaivism. 

4. Grammatical and Literary Treatises: Classical Tamil literature includes 
several treatises on grammar, rhetoric, and poetics. The most notable among 
them is "Tolkappiyam," which is an early work on Tamil grammar and literary 
theory. It provides insights into the linguistic and literary conventions of its time. 

5. Legacy and Influence: Classical Tamil literature has left an indelible mark 
on the cultural and intellectual history of Tamil-speaking regions. It has inspired 
various art forms, including music, dance, theater, and visual arts. The themes 
explored in classical literature continue to resonate with modern readers, 
reflecting the universality of human experiences. 

In conclusion, classical literature in Tamil encompasses a rich tapestry of 
poetry, epics, and treatises that capture the essence of ancient Tamil society, 
philosophy, and culture. These literary works stand as a testament to the 
enduring creative spirit and intellectual legacy of the Tamil people. 

 

5. Elucidate the Secular Nature of Sangam Literature 

Sangam literature refers to the classical Tamil literature produced by a 
collection of poets and writers during the Sangam period in ancient South 
India, roughly spanning from 300 BCE to 300 CE. This literature is considered 
highly significant as it provides valuable insights into the social, cultural, and 
religious aspects of the time. The secular nature of Sangam literature can be 
understood through various aspects: 

1. Themes and Subjects: Sangam literature covers a wide range of themes and 
subjects, including love, war, nature, ethics, politics, and everyday life. While 
some religious elements are present, the literature predominantly focuses on 
secular themes that reflect the diverse experiences and concerns of people in 
ancient Tamil society. 

2. Human-Centered Approach: Sangam literature places humans at the center 
of its narratives and discussions. The poems celebrate human emotions, 
relationships, and experiences, emphasizing the significance of human life and 
its various aspects. Love and the intricacies of romantic relationships, for 
example, are prominent themes in Sangam poetry. 

3. Social and Ethical Considerations: Sangam literature addresses social 
issues, ethical dilemmas, and moral values that were relevant to the society of 
that time. The poems often discuss matters such as justice, righteousness, 
compassion, and the duties of rulers, reflecting a concern for the well-being 
and harmonious coexistence of individuals within a societal framework. 

4. Secular View of Nature: The Sangam poets had a deep appreciation for 
nature and its beauty. They composed poems describing landscapes, rivers, 
mountains, and wildlife. The way nature is depicted in these poems reflects a 



secular appreciation of the natural world, focusing on its aesthetic and sensory 
aspects rather than religious connotations. 

5. Multi-Religious Context: The Sangam period was marked by a diverse 
religious landscape. While there were indigenous beliefs and practices, the 
society was open to a variety of religious influences. Sangam literature often 
includes references to various gods and goddesses from different traditions, 
but these references are not always central to the themes or messages of the 
poems. 

6. Religious Neutrality: While religious elements are present in Sangam 
literature, they are not presented with a dogmatic or exclusive tone. The poets 
often invoke deities for artistic expression, metaphor, or invoking blessings, but 
the overall tone is more inclusive and open to different interpretations. 

7. Literary Excellence and Aesthetics: Sangam literature is valued for its 
literary excellence, intricate wordplay, metaphors, and artistic expressions. The 
primary focus of the poets was to create compelling and evocative verses, 
showcasing their mastery over language and imagery. This literary emphasis 
contributes to the secular nature of the works, as the primary goal is aesthetic 
and emotional rather than religious instruction. 

In summary, Sangam literature's secular nature is reflected in its diverse 
themes, human-centered focus, social considerations, neutral treatment of 
religion, and emphasis on literary aesthetics. While religious elements are 
present, they are interwoven with a broader tapestry of secular concerns, 
making Sangam literature a rich source of insights into the cultural and societal 
dynamics of ancient South India. 

 

6. Illustrate the secular nature of Sangam literature: 

1. Themes and Subjects: 

 Example Poem: In the poem "Kurinjippattu," the poet expresses the 
love between a man and a woman using the metaphor of the blooming 
Kurinji flowers and the love they share. The focus is on human 
emotions and relationships rather than religious or divine aspects. 

2. Human-Centered Approach: 

 Example Poem: The poem "Purananuru 192" highlights the valor and 
sacrifice of a warrior who defends his people in battle. The emphasis is 
on the bravery and heroism of the human protagonist, showcasing the 
importance of human actions and choices. 

3. Social and Ethical Considerations: 

 Example Poem: The poem "Purananuru 56" addresses the ethical 
duty of a ruler to provide justice and protect his subjects. The poet 
emphasizes the responsibility of the king to ensure the welfare of the 
people, highlighting the societal values of justice and governance. 

4. Secular View of Nature: 

 Example Poem: The poem "Agam 172" beautifully describes the 
landscapes of the Pandya kingdom, including the rich diversity of flora 
and fauna. The poet's admiration for nature's beauty is evident in the 
vivid imagery used to portray the natural environment. 

5. Multi-Religious Context: 

 Example Poem: The poem "Ainkurunuru 44" references both Tamil 
deities and Vedic gods while describing the experiences of a woman 
longing for her lover. The inclusion of multiple religious references 
reflects the diverse religious milieu of the time. 

6. Religious Neutrality: 

 Example Poem: In the poem "Kuruntokai 40," a king is praised for his 
generosity and benevolence, invoking blessings from the gods. While 
divine blessings are invoked, the primary focus is on the king's virtues 
and actions rather than promoting a specific religious doctrine. 

7. Literary Excellence and Aesthetics: 

 Example Poem: The poem "Kuruntokai 106" uses intricate wordplay 
and metaphors to depict the feelings of a woman separated from her 
lover. The focus on crafting a poignant and emotionally resonant verse 
demonstrates the poets' dedication to literary excellence. 

These examples highlight how Sangam literature engages with secular 
themes, human experiences, societal values, and artistic expression while 
incorporating various elements of culture and religion in a nuanced and 
inclusive manner. 

 

7. Illustrate the Distributive Justice in Sangam Literature 

 

Distributive justice, which refers to the fair distribution of resources and 
opportunities within a society, is a concept that can be found implicitly in 
Sangam literature. While the concept might not be explicitly articulated in 
modern terms, there are instances in Sangam poetry that reflect a concern for 
fairness, equity, and the well-being of various segments of society. Here's an 
illustration of distributive justice in Sangam literature: 

Example Poem: Purananuru 192 

This poem highlights the valor and sacrifice of a warrior who defends his 
people in battle. While the primary focus is on heroism and bravery, underlying 
themes of justice and duty are present, reflecting a concern for the welfare of 
the community. 



" � ��� � � �  

�� �  �� � �� 

 �� �  �� �� ��  

�  �� � � �� ." 

Translation: "Achieving glory in battle, the warrior earns great praise. But if you 
ask me, it's like a handful of grain; For even the poorest can achieve greatness 
in war, Defeating death, as life becomes an immortal song." 

In this poem, the valor of the warrior is celebrated, but the poet also 
emphasizes the potential for greatness and honor to be accessible to 
individuals from all walks of life, including the less privileged. The idea that 
even the poorest can achieve glory in battle reflects a sense of distributive 
justice, where opportunities for honor and recognition are not restricted to a 
particular social or economic class. 

While this example doesn't explicitly use the term "distributive justice," it 
conveys a sentiment that aligns with the principles of fairness and equitable 
opportunities for individuals regardless of their background. It demonstrates the 
underlying concern for the just distribution of rewards and recognition within the 
society depicted in Sangam literature. 

 

8. Explain the Management Principles in Thirukural with examples 

 

The Thirukkural, written by the ancient Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar, is a classic 
work of literature that encompasses ethical and moral teachings. It consists of 
1,330 couplets, or kurals, organized into 133 chapters, each dealing with 
different aspects of life, ethics, and governance. While the Thirukkural is not a 
traditional management text, many of its principles can be applied to the realm 
of management and leadership. Here are some management principles from 
the Thirukkural, along with examples: 

1. Leadership and Vision (Chapter 1 - "Virtue"): 

 "  �  �� � � " (Transliteration: "A" is the 

first of all letters.) 

 This couplet emphasizes the importance of a strong foundation. In 
management, a leader must set a clear vision and establish a strong 
foundation for the organization's growth. Just as the first letter "A" is 
the basis of all letters in the alphabet, a clear vision is the foundation of 
successful leadership. 

2. Effective Communication (Chapter 13 - "Avoiding Flattery"): 

 " � � �  �� � � � � � � � 

� �" (Transliteration: If asked, offer your advice; unsought, 

remain silent; if asked, it is better to give; the world will give when 
asked.) 

 This couplet advises offering advice when asked, but refraining from 
unsolicited opinions. In management, effective communication involves 
knowing when to share insights and when to listen. Offering advice 
only when asked ensures that your input is valued and well-received. 

3. Teamwork and Collaboration (Chapter 25 - "Familiarity"): 

 " �� � ��  � � � � �  

��  � ��" (Transliteration: Without support even 

a relative is far; with support, a non-relative is close.) 

 This couplet underscores the importance of fostering a supportive and 
collaborative environment. In management, building strong 
relationships and supporting team members can lead to enhanced 
teamwork and improved outcomes. 

4. Planning and Strategy (Chapter 34 - "Avoiding Intemperance"): 

 " ��  �  �  ��� � �  

�� � ��" (Transliteration: Praising and promoting merit is the 

best strategy.) 

 This couplet emphasizes the value of recognizing and promoting talent 
and competence. In management, effective planning involves 
identifying and leveraging the strengths of individuals within the 
organization to achieve strategic objectives. 

5. Ethical Conduct and Integrity (Chapter 36 - "Impartiality"): 

 " ��  � � � � � � �� 

� ��  �� � ��" (Transliteration: Naturalness in 

conduct is the best asset; hypocrisy is the worst.) 

 This couplet highlights the importance of ethical conduct and 
authenticity. In management, maintaining integrity and practicing 
ethical behavior builds trust among team members and stakeholders, 
fostering a positive work environment. 

These examples demonstrate how the principles of the Thirukkural can be 
applied to various aspects of management, including leadership, 
communication, teamwork, planning, and ethical conduct. While the Thirukkural 
was written in a different cultural and historical context, its timeless wisdom 
offers valuable insights for modern-day management practices. 



9. Explain in detail the Tamil Epics and Impact of Buddhism & 
Jainism in Tamil Land  

Tamil Epics: Tamil epics are narrative poems that form a significant part of 
Tamil literature and culture. They are characterized by their intricate 
storytelling, rich mythological elements, and profound moral and ethical 
teachings. Two prominent Tamil epics are the "Silappathikaram" and the 
"Manimekalai." 

1. Silappathikaram: The "Silappathikaram," authored by Ilango Adigal, is a 5th-
century epic that revolves around the life of Kannagi, a virtuous woman who 
seeks justice for her husband's wrongful execution. The epic is divided into 
three sections: Puharkkandam (Book of the Poet), Maturakkandam (Book of 
the Prostitute), and Vanjiyakkandam (Book of the Kingdom of Vanchi). 

The impact of "Silappathikaram" is substantial, as it not only showcases the 
socio-cultural aspects of ancient Tamil society but also emphasizes the 
concepts of justice, righteousness, and the consequences of moral actions. 
The epic highlights the importance of dharma (righteousness) and the power of 
a woman's chastity and virtue. 

2. Manimekalai: The "Manimekalai," composed by Sattanar, is a sequel to the 
"Silappathikaram" and dates to around the 6th century. It follows the story of 
Manimekalai, a young Buddhist nun, and her spiritual journey as she seeks 
enlightenment. The epic explores themes of renunciation, compassion, and the 
pursuit of spiritual knowledge. 

The "Manimekalai" reflects the influence of Buddhism on Tamil literature and 
thought, promoting the idea of detachment from worldly desires and the 
importance of compassion towards all living beings. 

Impact of Buddhism and Jainism in Tamil Land: 

Buddhism and Jainism had a profound impact on Tamil society and culture 
during their periods of prominence. Their influence can be seen in various 
aspects, including literature, art, architecture, and philosophy. 

1. Literature: 

 Buddhist and Jain ideas and stories were woven into Tamil literature, 
including the epics like the "Manimekalai," which prominently features 
Buddhist themes and philosophy. 

 Jain literary works, known as "Agamas," also left an imprint on Tamil 
literature, influencing ethical and moral discussions. 

2. Art and Architecture: 

 Buddhist and Jain monastic complexes, called "viharas" and "mathas," 
respectively, were established in Tamil regions. These centers of 
learning and meditation contributed to the growth of art and 
architecture, with the construction of stupas, viharas, and rock-cut 
caves. 

 Sculptures and reliefs depicting Buddha, Jain Tirthankaras, and related 
iconography adorned temples and cave structures. 

3. Philosophy and Ethics: 

 Buddhist and Jain teachings introduced concepts of non-violence 
(ahimsa), compassion, and the impermanence of worldly existence to 
Tamil society. 

 These philosophies emphasized individual moral responsibility, leading 
to discussions on personal conduct and ethical principles. 

4. Social Impact: 

 The influence of Buddhism and Jainism contributed to social changes 
such as an increased emphasis on vegetarianism, asceticism, and the 
development of educational centers for both monastic and lay 
followers. 

5. Language and Thought: 

 Buddhist and Jain texts were translated into Tamil, leading to the 
spread of Pali and Prakrit terms and ideas. This interaction enriched 
the Tamil language and philosophical vocabulary. 

In summary, the Tamil epics like "Silappathikaram" and "Manimekalai" reflect 
the diverse influences that shaped Tamil society, including the impact of 
Buddhism and Jainism. These religions left a lasting impression on Tamil 
culture, literature, art, and ethical thought, contributing to the vibrant tapestry of 
ancient Tamil civilization. 

 
10.Discuss elaborately the Bakthi Literature Azhwars and 
Nayanmars 

Bhakti literature in South India gave rise to two significant groups of poet-
saints: the Alvars (Azhwars) and the Nayanars. These groups played a crucial 
role in shaping the religious and cultural landscape of the region through their 
devotion and poetic compositions. Both the Alvars and Nayanars were ardent 
devotees of Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva, respectively, and their compositions 
have had a profound impact on the religious practices and philosophy of Tamil 
Nadu. 

Azhwars (Alvars): 

The Alvars were a group of twelve poet-saints who lived between the 6th and 
9th centuries CE. They were devoted to Lord Vishnu and composed hymns in 
Tamil that praised and extolled his virtues. Their poetry is collectively known as 
the "Divya Prabandham," which is an integral part of the Sri Vaishnavism 
tradition. The Alvars' hymns not only expressed their deep devotion but also 
conveyed philosophical teachings and ethical values. 

The Alvars' contributions include: 



1. Devotional Poetry: The Alvars' hymns are rich in vivid descriptions of the 
divine attributes and leelas (divine play) of Lord Vishnu. These hymns are full 
of emotion, devotion, and a yearning for union with the divine. 

2. Theology and Philosophy: The Alvars' compositions delve into the 
philosophical concepts of dharma (righteousness), bhakti (devotion), and 
moksha (liberation). They emphasized the path of surrender to the divine and 
the importance of divine grace. 

3. Social Impact: The Alvars promoted inclusivity and rejected caste-based 
discrimination, emphasizing that devotion to God is open to all, regardless of 
social status. 

Nayanars: 

The Nayanars were a group of 63 poet-saints who lived between the 6th and 
9th centuries CE. They were devoted to Lord Shiva and composed hymns in 
Tamil that expressed their intense love and devotion. Their hymns, known as 
"Tirumurai," played a crucial role in shaping the philosophy of Shaivism and 
Tamil Saiva Siddhanta. 

The Nayanars' contributions include: 

1. Devotional Poetry: The Nayanars' hymns are passionate expressions of love 
and devotion to Lord Shiva. They often depict their own personal experiences 
and encounters with the divine. 

2. Theology and Philosophy: The Nayanars' compositions explore the nature of 
God, the path to salvation, and the relationship between the individual soul 
(atman) and the universal soul (Paramatman). 

3. Social Impact: The Nayanars advocated for social equality and rejected caste-
based distinctions, emphasizing the importance of devotion and inner qualities 
over external factors. 

4. Shaiva Siddhanta Philosophy: The Nayanars contributed to the development 
of the Shaiva Siddhanta school of thought, which emphasizes the interplay 
between ritual, devotion, and knowledge on the path to liberation. 

Both the Alvars and Nayanars contributed to the popularization of bhakti as a 
spiritual path that transcends caste and societal boundaries. Their 
compositions, characterized by emotional fervor and deep devotion, continue 
to inspire generations of devotees and shape the religious and cultural 
landscape of Tamil Nadu. The devotion and teachings of these poet-saints 
have left an enduring legacy that continues to resonate with people seeking a 
profound spiritual connection. 

 

11.Detail the the Bakthi Literatures of Azhwars  

The Bhakti literature of the Azhwars, also known as Alvars, forms a significant 
and revered part of Tamil literary and religious tradition. The Azhwars were a 
group of twelve poet-saints who lived between the 6th and 9th centuries CE 

and were devoted to Lord Vishnu. Their compositions, collectively known as 
the "Divya Prabandham," are considered the foundational texts of Sri 
Vaishnavism, a major school of Hindu philosophy. The Divya Prabandham 
consists of four thousand hymns composed in Tamil, expressing intense 
devotion, divine love, and theological insights. 

The Bhakti literature of the Azhwars is divided into two main categories: the 
Ten Mudal Azhwars (earliest Alvars) and the Later Alvars. Here, I will provide 
an overview of the Bhakti literature of the Azhwars, focusing on their themes, 
contributions, and impact. 

Themes and Contributions: 

1. Bhakti and Devotion: The primary theme of the Azhwars' literature is 
unwavering devotion (bhakti) to Lord Vishnu, particularly his various forms and 
avatars. Their hymns are saturated with expressions of love, longing, and 
surrender to the divine. 

2. Divine Attributes and Leelas: The Azhwars praised the divine qualities and 
leelas (divine actions) of Lord Vishnu. They vividly described his forms, 
attributes, and manifestations, aiming to evoke a personal and intimate 
connection with the deity. 

3. Salvation and Liberation: The Azhwars emphasized the path of surrender 
and devotion as the means to attain salvation (moksha). They believed that the 
grace of the divine was essential for liberation and emphasized the importance 
of seeking refuge in God. 

4. Ethical and Moral Teachings: Alongside their devotion, the Azhwars 
conveyed ethical and moral teachings. They emphasized virtues such as 
humility, compassion, and righteousness, while criticizing materialism and ego. 

5. Inclusivity and Equality: The Azhwars rejected caste-based discrimination 
and emphasized that devotion was open to all, regardless of social status. 
They advocated for the universality of devotion and the equality of all souls 
before the divine. 

Significant Alvars and Their Contributions: 

1. Nammalvar: His hymns emphasize surrender and devotion, and he is 
considered the embodiment of humility. His works include the "Tiruvaymoli," a 
collection of 1,102 verses. 

2. Periyalvar: He praised the beauty of Lord Vishnu and his various forms, 
contributing to the vibrant imagery in Bhakti poetry. His works include the 
"Periyalvar Tirumoli." 

3. Andal: She is known for her intense love for Lord Vishnu, often depicted in the 
context of a bride's longing for her beloved. Her "Nachiar Tirumozhi" is a 
collection of hymns expressing her devotion. 



4. Tirumangai Alvar: His hymns contain vivid descriptions of temples and 
festivals, and he is noted for his social activism and efforts to renovate temples. 
His works include the "Periya Tirumoli." 

Impact: 

1. Sri Vaishnavism: The Bhakti literature of the Azhwars laid the foundation for 
Sri Vaishnavism, which emphasizes the path of loving devotion (bhakti) to Lord 
Vishnu as the means to attain salvation. 

2. Cultural Influence: The Azhwars' hymns have significantly shaped the cultural 
and religious landscape of Tamil Nadu. They are recited, sung, and celebrated 
in temples and homes, contributing to the cultural fabric of the region. 

3. Inclusivity: The Azhwars' teachings promote inclusivity, social equality, and 
spiritual connection beyond caste and societal divisions. 

4. Spiritual Inspiration: The Bhakti literature of the Azhwars continues to inspire 
devotees, scholars, and artists, fostering a deep spiritual connection and 
devotion to the divine. 

The Bhakti literature of the Azhwars represents a profound spiritual and literary 
heritage that has left an enduring impact on Tamil culture, religious philosophy, 
and the practice of devotion. 

 

12.Detail the the Bakthi Literatures of nayanmars 

The Bhakti literature of the Nayanars, also known as Nayanmars, constitutes a 
significant part of Tamil literary and religious tradition. The Nayanars were a 
group of 63 poet-saints who lived between the 6th and 9th centuries CE and 
were devoted to Lord Shiva. Their compositions, collectively known as the 
"Tirumurai," are considered the foundational texts of Shaivism, a major school 
of Hindu philosophy. The Tirumurai consists of devotional hymns and poems 
expressing profound love, devotion, and theological insights centered around 
Lord Shiva. 

Here, I will provide an overview of the Bhakti literature of the Nayanars, 
focusing on their themes, contributions, and impact. 

Themes and Contributions: 

1. Devotion and Bhakti: The primary theme of the Nayanars' literature is 
unwavering devotion (bhakti) to Lord Shiva. Their hymns are filled with 
expressions of love, reverence, and surrender to the divine. 

2. Shiva's Attributes and Leelas: The Nayanars extolled the divine attributes, 
qualities, and leelas (divine play) of Lord Shiva. They vividly described his 
various forms, manifestations, and cosmic dances. 

3. Path to Liberation: The Nayanars emphasized that intense devotion and 
surrender to Lord Shiva were essential for attaining salvation (moksha). They 

believed that through devotion, one could merge with the divine and escape 
the cycle of birth and death. 

4. Ethics and Morality: Alongside their devotion, the Nayanars conveyed ethical 
and moral teachings. They emphasized virtues such as compassion, humility, 
and righteous conduct. 

5. Renunciation and Detachment: Many Nayanars chose the path of 
renunciation, abandoning worldly attachments in their pursuit of spiritual 
realization. Their compositions reflect themes of detachment from material 
desires. 

Significant Nayanars and Their Contributions: 

1. Appar (Tirunavukkarasar): He composed devotional hymns praising Lord 
Shiva and his abodes. His hymns highlight the importance of genuine devotion 
and service to God. His works include the "Tevaram." 

2. Sundarar: His compositions emphasize the path of devotion and love for Lord 
Shiva. He is known for his accounts of his personal experiences with the divine 
and his interactions with fellow devotees. His works include the "Tevaram." 

3. Sambandar: He is considered one of the earliest Nayanars. His hymns are 
characterized by their simplicity and deep devotion. He is known for his 
miraculous feats, including reviving a dead child. His works include the 
"Tevaraṉam." 

4. Manikkavachakar: He was a mystic poet-saint who composed songs 
expressing his profound love and longing for Lord Shiva. His compositions are 
rich in metaphor and symbolism, capturing his inner spiritual experiences. His 
works include the "Tiruvachakam." 

Impact: 

1. Shaivism: The Bhakti literature of the Nayanars laid the foundation for the 
development of the Shaiva Siddhanta school of thought within Shaivism, 
emphasizing the path of devotion, knowledge, and right conduct. 

2. Cultural Influence: The Nayanars' hymns are an integral part of Tamil cultural 
heritage, and they continue to be recited, chanted, and sung in temples and 
households. 

3. Spiritual Inspiration: The Bhakti literature of the Nayanars continues to 
inspire devotees, scholars, and artists, fostering a deep spiritual connection 
and devotion to Lord Shiva. 

4. Promotion of Devotion: The Nayanars' teachings promoted the idea of a 
personal and intimate relationship with the divine, encouraging individuals to 
cultivate love and devotion as the means to attain spiritual realization. 

The Bhakti literature of the Nayanars represents a profound spiritual and 
literary heritage that has left a lasting impact on Tamil culture, religious 
philosophy, and the practice of devotion to Lord Shiva. 



13.Illustrate the Forms of minor Poetry in tamil 

Minor poetry in Tamil literature refers to various forms of shorter poetic 
compositions that are characterized by their brevity and often convey specific 
emotions, themes, or insights. These forms of minor poetry showcase the 
richness and versatility of Tamil poetic expression. Here are some examples of 
minor poetry forms in Tamil literature: 

1. Kurunthokai (Kuruntokai): This is a collection of short love poems composed 
by various poets, often addressing themes of love, longing, and desire. The 
poems capture the emotions and experiences of lovers and are known for their 
delicate and evocative imagery. 

Example (Kurunthokai 40): "  �� � � ��� 

�   � � � ��� ." 

Translation: "All the blossoms in the grove lose their beauty when compared to 
the charming blossoming smile of a man." 

2. Ainkurunuru (Ainkurunuru): Similar to Kurunthokai, this collection consists of 
five hundred short poems on themes of love and relationships. The poems 
explore different aspects of love, from romantic passion to the complexities of 
human emotions. 

Example (Ainkurunuru 256): " ��� � �� �  �� � 

��� �� �  � ." 

Translation: "Born in a garden, a bud stands sheltered by the flower. Growing, 
it will outshine and surpass all others." 

3. Agam (Agam): Agam poems are a collection of classical love poems 
characterized by intricate wordplay and metaphors. These poems often 
describe the emotional experiences of a woman separated from her lover. 

Example (Agam 172): " � � � ����� � � � 

� � ��� � ���." 

Translation: "Wipe the marks that the tilaka's fingers left on my face with 
vermilion from your fingers, tinged with a mixture of fragrant paste." 

4. Puram (Puram): Puram poems focus on heroic themes, valor, and war. These 
poems celebrate the bravery of warriors and highlight their achievements on 
the battlefield. 

Example (Puram 140): " � � ��� �  �  

� � � � �." 

Translation: "Said my wife with all her love: 'You remembered everything; how 
can I ever forget you!'" 

These examples illustrate the diversity of minor poetry forms in Tamil literature. 
These concise yet expressive compositions showcase the depth of emotion, 
the power of imagery, and the skillful use of language that characterize Tamil 
poetry. 

 

14.Discuss the Development of Modern literature in Tamil 

The development of modern literature in Tamil, often referred to as "Tamil 
Modernism," marks a significant transition from classical and medieval literary 
traditions to a more contemporary and socially engaged form of expression. 
The period of Tamil Modernism emerged during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries and has continued to evolve and flourish up to the present day. This 
transformation was influenced by colonialism, social reforms, political changes, 
and technological advancements. Here is an overview of the key stages and 
features in the development of modern literature in Tamil: 

1. Colonial Encounter and Social Reforms (Late 19th Century): 

 The impact of British colonialism and Western education brought about a shift 
in Tamil society, culture, and literature. 

 Early writers like Bharathidasan, Subramanya Bharathi, and V.O. 
Chidambaram Pillai explored themes of nationalism, social justice, and reform. 

 Literary journals and magazines played a crucial role in disseminating new 
ideas and fostering literary discourse. 

2. Nationalism and Political Awakening (Early 20th Century): 

 Writers embraced the nationalist movement, using literature to promote 
patriotic fervor and highlight social issues. 

 Subramanya Bharathi's fiery poems and prose encouraged national unity and 
social justice. 

 The emergence of influential literary figures such as Kalki Krishnamurthy, who 
blended modern storytelling with traditional themes. 

3. Progressive Movement (1930s - 1940s): 

 The Progressive Writers' Movement, inspired by Marxist ideology, sought to 
address issues of class struggle, inequality, and social injustice. 

 Writers like Pudumaipithan, Ku. Pa. Rajagopalan, and Jayakanthan infused 
realism into their works, portraying the struggles of marginalized sections of 
society. 

4. Modernist Experimentation (1950s - 1960s): 

 The modernist phase saw experimentation with narrative techniques, style, and 
structure. 



 Avant-garde writers like Sundara Ramasamy and Ashokamitran introduced 
new narrative perspectives and themes. 

5. Dalit and Feminist Voices (1970s - 1980s): 

 Dalit writers, led by P. Sivakami, started addressing caste-based discrimination 
and advocating for social equality. 

 Feminist writers like Malathi Maithri, Kutti Revathi, and Salma explored gender 
issues, challenging traditional norms. 

6. Contemporary Trends (1990s - Present): 

 The advent of globalization and digital communication has led to a 
diversification of themes and styles in Tamil literature. 

 Diasporic writers like A. Sivanandan and Shobasakthi have explored issues 
faced by the Tamil diaspora. 

Key Characteristics and Influences: 

 Tamil modern literature embraces realism, introspection, and experimentation, 
reflecting the changing social and cultural landscape. 

 Themes of identity, social inequality, urbanization, globalization, and human 
relationships are explored in depth. 

 The influence of other literary traditions, such as Western literature and world 
literature in translation, has contributed to a broader perspective. 

In conclusion, the development of modern literature in Tamil is marked by a 
dynamic interplay of historical, social, political, and cultural factors. Tamil 
writers have continually engaged with evolving contexts, using literature as a 
powerful tool for expressing identity, critiquing society, and contributing to the 
broader global literary conversation. 

 

15.Narrate the Contribution of Bharathiyar and Bharathidhasan to tamil 
language and literature 

Subramanya Bharathi (Bharathiyar) and Puduvai Kanaga Subbu rathinam 
(Bharathidasan) were two of the most influential and celebrated poets in Tamil 
literature. They made significant contributions to the language, literature, and 
social consciousness of their time, and their impact continues to resonate even 
today. Let's delve into their contributions: 

Subramanya Bharathi (Bharathiyar): Subramanya Bharathi, fondly known as 
Bharathiyar, was a poet, freedom fighter, and visionary who lived from 1882 to 
1921. His contributions were multifaceted: 

1. Nationalism and Social Reforms: Bharathiyar's poetry ignited the flames of 
nationalism during the freedom struggle. His passionate verses kindled a 
sense of patriotism and the desire for India's liberation from colonial rule. 

2. Patriotic Poetry: His patriotic poems, such as "Vande Mataram," fervently 
celebrated the motherland and inspired generations of Indians to fight for their 
rights and dignity. 

3. Social Justice and Equality: Bharathiyar's works advocated for social 
reforms, gender equality, and the upliftment of the marginalized. He 
championed the cause of women's rights and questioned caste-based 
discrimination. 

4. Modernism in Poetry: He experimented with various poetic forms and meters, 
bringing modernism to Tamil poetry. His compositions were marked by 
emotional intensity, rhythm, and vivid imagery. 

5. Literary Magazines: Bharathiyar edited and contributed to literary magazines 
like "India" and "Chakravarthini," which served as platforms for the 
dissemination of his progressive ideas. 

Puduvai Kanaga Subbu rathinam (Bharathidasan): Bharathidasan, born in 
1891 as Subburathinam, later adopted the pen name Bharathidasan. His 
contributions to Tamil language and literature are noteworthy: 

1. Socio-Political Relevance: Bharathidasan's poetry was deeply rooted in 
contemporary socio-political issues. He highlighted the struggles of the 
common people and the importance of social justice. 

2. Simplicity and Accessibility: His writings were marked by simple language 
and relatable themes, making his poetry accessible to a wide audience. This 
played a significant role in democratizing Tamil literature. 

3. Feminism and Gender Equality: Bharathidasan's works often championed 
women's rights and challenged societal norms. His poetry reflected a feminist 
perspective, advocating for women's liberation and empowerment. 

4. Progressive Ideals: Bharathidasan was associated with the Progressive 
Writers' Movement and wrote on themes of class struggle, labor rights, and the 
plight of the downtrodden. 

5. Literary Works: His poetry collections, such as "Kudumba Vilakku," 
"Pudhumaipithan," and "Panbaattisai," touched upon diverse subjects while 
maintaining a deep connect with the masses. 

Both Bharathiyar and Bharathidasan left an indelible mark on Tamil literature, 
using their poetry as a medium for social change, national awakening, and the 
upliftment of the marginalized. Their contributions continue to inspire, educate, 
and evoke emotions, making them enduring icons in the rich tapestry of Tamil 
literary heritage. 




